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The City of London's preſent Danger. , 


+ - Log o.2n5 


"Here being. ſo great a Murmur, and ſo much diſcourſe; That * 


_..- 2. Forfeityre or Surrender, is to diflolye the Body Corporate or 
Polirick of. the City, to ſpoil it irrecoverably of all: its Antient Goyern- 


A &. 4, 


Kingdom. I TE I 
It then. there be any danger, either of a Forfeiture or Surrender of this 


_Ciry's.Charter, every Member of it is concerned, not only in Intereſt, but in 


'Dury, to:contribute whar affiſtance-he can to preſerve and ſecure, it. 
. - For that purpoſe, every: Citizen upon taken his Freedom is Sworn =. 
To maintain the Franchiſes and. Cuitoms of the C1- © 


.T Y, and to keep the City harmleſs to his Power: 


and wharſoever Citizen ſhall openly attempt, or contrive rhe deſtruction of 
the Corporation, or any of its Franchiſes, Cuſtoms, or Priviledges, betrays 


. the Community. and violates his ſaid OATH, from which no tower on 


Earth can abſolve. | | 
The means at preſent projected for the forfeiture of the Charter, and the 


utter ruin of this Afitient body Pollitick, is the proſecution of a 2uo Warran- 


zo againſt it, aſſigning pany a ſome ACTS of Common. Carnzel, made and 
_ intended for the Cirys well-tare, whereby is pretended a forfeiture ot all its 
Priviledges, Anthorities and Wealth, and its very being. As if it were 
reaſonable thar a miſtake in-a Commor-Conncell in the extent of their Au- 
-thority (if any ſuch be) ſhould bring fo great a City, and all irs. Membes no 
' way concerned in ſuch miſtake, ro ſuffer ſach a hevy, dreadful and unheard 
of Judgmenr. 


. 
(> ' " ; 


The miſchievious and fatal Conſequencies of any Diſſolution of this an- 
tient Body Politick, are ſo many, that. the wiſeſt: and ableſt Lawyers cannor 
number them, nor foreſce the evils that may attend it, ſome of the moſt vi- 
ſible; are theſe thar follow, (viz.) . LN ih 
Firſt, Wharſoever the City hath claimed and enjoyed in all Ages by Cu- 
| Noms and Preſcriptions, as their grear Inheritance will be ſo extinguiſhed, 
thar rhey can never be again revived by any grant from the Crown, as 

- Tolls inrheir Market acd Fairs, for Goods not ſold, payable by Freemen 
or Foreigners. .___ :, 

 _ Warter-baylage, andall Duties thereby growing. 

_ . "Meetage,  Weighage, . Scavage, Ballage. 

© Such Cuſtoms likewiſe will be for ever Extin&, as are belonging to the 


.  %yeral Courts in London, and are different from the Common Law. 


The Jurifdidtion of the Ancienr Court of, Huſtipgs will be oſt in many 
things of grear conſequence (viz-) —_— 

.... In holding Pleas of Land.. 
+ Inallreal Actions wharlſoever. 
rr CO BEST « AED : In 
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HARVARD CCLUFSE UBaaey 
SUBSCKRIP T1UN FOR 


Bargains and Sales Inrolled, which have the force 5Þ:BAyWg tt BREW ome - 
COUCrIs. ET 1 
Inrolments of laſt Wills and Teſtaments, granting Repleoms, &c. 

The Court of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen. 

The whole Court of Orphans, and their Power; and ;Juriſdictions abour 
'their Eſtateſ,and Marriages, and all Authorities relating to Orphans,” and 
their ProteQion andPuniſhing by Fings and Impriſonments,'all Ofſenders,ec. 

| The Proviſion of Widdows nnd Orphans, by the Cnſtoms of which they 
are Judges. w. 
The: Juriſdiction over all Companies, Fellowſhips and Brotherhoods,ro 
make them all conſiſtent each with other, and uſeſul ro the whole Body. 
a In the Mayors Court. Ee 
The whole Court 'of 'Equity and its JuriſdiQtion in all matters wharſoe- 
ver, whereby ſuch a multitude of meaner Traders,ate ſpeedily relived with 
ſmall Expences. Cr on er OO TT” R 
. All their Cuſtomary proceedings to Arreſt without Warrants, ' 

To Arreſt upon Plaints centred for Debts without Summons.” '* - | 

All Attachments for ſpeedy Recovery of Debts. | 

Actions upon {vnceſc:t ſolverc, without proving any confideration; - | 

'The Plea Cognovit ſcriptum ſed Petit quod Inquiratur de Debito, and thereup- 

on the Jury to find upon the Bond rhe juſt Debt and Intereft, and no more, 
whereby the People enjoy the benefit of Law and Equity by theJury at once. 

The Cuſtom which prevents Wager of Law, return of Juries-by Inqueſts 
of the Ward. i | 

Reading of Afﬀidavits of Perſons abſent, as Evidence within a Trading Ci- 
ty, is of great uſe. | CT rn WP we 

Levetur, and all other Cuſtomary Procecdings. | 

All proceedings for Diſcharge or Relief of Aprentices, for- immoderate 
Chaſtiſement, aud not Inrolling. Rs Td Sd ad gy tb I 

Puniſhments of Offenders for breach of By-Laws, by ACtiens or Informa- 
tions. Fw eh 
Disfranchiſement by Informations. 


Informations for aſcertaining the bounds of Wards,and many other cuſto- 
mary proceedings there. - —— SE I bot a 
The Sheriffs Courr. oo Ws 

The like JuriſdiAion as in the Lord Mayors Courr, . as to Pleas, Arreſts, 

Attachments, and many other proceedings, for ſpeedy and eaſy Juſtice with- 

4 og City, which hath advanced the Trade, Wealth and Growth of the 

ame. | "ow. Ex Is Eres 09 
The Wardmote and their Juriſdictions. At :-; 
' The Court of the Chamberlain, for making Freemen, binding Apprenti- 


ces, CorreCting their Ofſences, Turning thew over, with many orher uſetul_ 


Powers thereunto belonging. _ eg P 
The Court of Conſervancy of the River of Thames and the Waters of Med- 
way, hath many Antient Priviledges and Juriſdiction. | 


The Court of Conſcience becauſe to be held before Commoners to be ap- 
appointed by the preſent cuſtomary Coart of Aldermen. 4645 
| The Court of Pollicies of Inſurance, though not held by cuſtom, becauſe 
_ the Commiſſioners thereof cannor aCt till Sworn, before the now cuſtomary: 
Court of Aldermen, by 34. Eliz. Cap. 12. | mean nem 
| There arealſo many Privile&ges, Exemptions and Immuniries,” belongi 
to the Perſons or Eſtates of Freemen, by the Cuſtom of London, Tot enjoyed 
by Grant, nor to be reſtored to be reſtored by Charter. VV 
Thar none bur Freemen ſhall exerciſe any Trade in London , or keep any 
Shop to buy and ſell. | Sl CSE Da Son Kemar 
This I riviledge may beckened the general Eſtate of the Cirizens, upon 
which they greatly depend ; it is the truit of their Freedoms, , which they 
obrein by|their Mony or their Service, or their Fathers Coppies. 
Tis this Cuſlom that Refrains all that are not Free of the City from ha- 
Lee one NS 


( 3] 


ying Shops and Trading there, puts a value upon eyery Citizen, advances 


them in their Marriages, and induces many to give good Sums of Money 


with their Sons to be Apprentices, andthe zather becauſe- many other Pri- 


viledges are by Guſiom annexed to the Freedom, as 


That a Freeman of Lozdon may uſe his Trade in any other part of England. 
Thar a Freeman bound to one Trade,may ſer up any orher & uſe the ſame. 


The Cuſtom of Feme ſole Merchants, whereby the Induſtry of the Wiſe may 
provide for the whole Family,and with all ſo uſeful to ſupport poor Widows 
and Orphans. | 

Every Shop in London is a Market Overt for the Trade of the Owner. 

Creditors may Arreſt before Day of Payment for berter Security. 

Citizens may deviſe in Morimaty. | 

Debrs on ſimple Contrats amongſt Citizens are equal to Obligations 
under Hand and Seal. rel | 


- The Cuſtom of an Infant being bound bonnd by his Covenants of Ap- 
prenticeſhip. _ Fo EE 


| The Perſons of Freemen are Exempred from all Tolls in any place in 


Enzland. 


From moſt Duties in Loxdon, which Forreigners are ſubje& to, from ſer- 
ving on Juries out of London. | SEL 

To be diſcharged of Wharfage, and many other Priviledges, all which 
muſt be loſt for ever, though a new Charter ſhould be obrained. 


There axe alſo other general Priviledges depend upon. the Cuſtom, not 


reſtorable&by Charter ; as, Thar 


"The Cuſtomes of this City ſhall be tryed in the Courts at Weſtminſter, 
by — of the Mayor and Aldermen, made by the Mouth of rhe Re- 
corder. ir Rs 
_ Cuſtom to puniſh Whores by the Civil Magiſtrate. 

The Forfeitures to the City of Goods Forreign bought and Forreign ſold. 

The Cuſtomary Powers of the Common-Hall. 

Entring into a Houſe upon ſuſpition of Bawdry. 

To call a Woman Whore, Actionable 
The Offices of Chamberlain, Common Serjeant, and Common Cryer, as to 
the principal part of rheir Offices relating ro the Orphans. 
_ * All the Authorities, Liberties, Immunities and Priviledges veſted in 
the preſent Corporation, and their Succeſſors, by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 
are not tratisferreble to, or upon another Corporation, but by the ſame Au- 
_ thority, and will all be loſt. Sore of which follows : As, | 


: 37, Hen. $8. 12, Gives the Mayor of this old and preſent Corporation of 


- \ # 


the City, Power to Determine Comtroverſies of Tithes. 


+, 3. Facob.15, Lord Mayor and Aldermen areto appoint two Aldermen and 
twelve Commoners to be Commiſſioners for a Court of Conſcience, for re- 
covaring of ſmall Debts, as is before mentioned. 


3. Jacob, 18, The Mayor Commonalty and Citizens, and their Succeſ- 


ſors, ſhall make have and maintain, a new Curt or Stream of Water, from 
Chadwel, Anwel., &c. to ! ondop. | 


22. 23. 25. Car. 2. Theſeveral Acts for Rebuilding of Londin' ſo much 
- -ahereof nor yet executed, as relates to the Mayor. &c. ( viz.) Lord Mayor 


and Aldermenro determine Appeals concerning Maintainance-Money, Af- 
ſeſſed in licu of Tirhes. Ak 


Power to value and ſell unbuilr Grounds, to determine Controverſies 


about Lights, Ways and Party-Walls, to give ſatisfaction to Owners. - 
43. Eliz, 12, The Courr of the Pollicies of Aſſurance, for the Reaſons 
 before-mentioned. Ee EE 
Bur above all, there can be no Revival of that Solemn Confirmation of 
the Liberties, Franchiſes, Free Cuſtoms, and Priviledges of the City of £: 0z- 
don, by MAGNA CAR TA, which have beenſince renewed and con- 
firmed thirty times in Parliament, many of which were accompanied WEB 
bak | the 
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" rhelnvocdionof Venge 
| ſterity. : bs | eel 
* In EorreQing Errors in theSherriffs Courts. 

In paſling Lands by Recoveries. | ey Pe Ihe 

3aly. Mad? Privitedges held by Ancieet Chartert of former Rings; if Loſt or Sarren. 

| dred; can never be reſtored by any new Charter from-the Crown, | 

- The Citizens by antient Charters are exempted from the Duty to the Crown s nc 


Ba. 
Fs 
_ 
- 


Infringers of the ſame and their Pg: 


*% <4 


ks. 
x 


by Tg an 5 5 a 
ance'upon the 


| gb if the Corporation be diſſolved, every Cirizen is Diſ-tranchiſed, and: there 
made }yable to'pay it ; andthe like exemption cannot be regranted by the King, atleaſt gl 
che detcrmipatian-of a long Leaſe of the ſawe dury-in being, becauſe his former grane wil, 
preveht irduring the Term. IT EG DOIN Rn) 
In like nanner the Gittions of Zondoiare ery/anciently exempred from Tolls thronghoue 
England, aut if the Corporation be diſſolved, the! Crown is barred'from, regranting the like 
_ ;-qy. many Grants of the. Folbto others, xom which.no new exemptioncan be given. 2 * |. 
: Letſuch as read this ſmall Colle&ion confider,that the ancient and excellent Compoſition 
of Cuſtoms, Laws and Libertiesin this City, made by the Wiſdom, and, approved by.the Ex- 
"perience of 1o many Apes, confirmedby 23 Kings and 33 Parliaments, muſt for everhe. bro- 
ken to pieces, with the, loſs of irs (harter. Sg Eo arp: 
| them think; Wherher it be poſſible for any Man,” 'or numberof Men to foreſee;the : 


- Andletr 
Die. Diſ-orders, and Miſchiefs, that may be the Event of ſuch a fatal ſtroak, tofo 
 greata Body: Pollirick:?: 15 £42 nnd RE VanlG gs”. SETTLE Og 
| - The Children unborn may groan under ſuch Conſequences of it; asare not now intended, 
nor can be imagined ,* whocan tell when the Crycsof the! Widdows and Orphans will ceaſe 2 
the ſuppoſed Proviſign yiade:for Citizens Wives and Children is yoid andnull, ifthe Corpo. 
ration be diffplved. oY I ans. bye: 


 - Nd newCharter' clin give them. any Right*td' their/Cuftomary Shurts?Þ$91 Diviſions of 


.* 


their Liusbands and Fathers Eftates, ſo much depended upon in Marriages. 

The deluded Fathers muſt be vexed with new Cares, who-bave given great Portions with 
their Daughters to' Citizens, upon conſideration only; of the City Cuſtom, wichour taking 
Joyntures for them, or Proſpe@ of any other Dower. E435 

How great will be the DiſtraQion and Gonfuſion in and about the Courts of Juſtice, not- 
withſtanding any Provifion which can be made by my new (barter for other Courts, .. 

- "All Cauſes and ARjons depending 1n' the preſent Courts, and the proceeding therein muſt 
ceaſe, as if they had never been; and all-Judgments obrained-nor' exechred, will be void and 
no Citizen will know where, or how to ſeek his former wanted'Releif, eicher in Law or Equity. 

All the Offices belonging to the City Courts of Jnſtice. malt periſtrwich the Courts; and 
all the Officers belonging to'them, who have obtained their places by; purchaſe, or otherwiſe ; 

muſt ſeek out new ways for Themſelyes and Famibes, © - .. 1 

Tho ſame ſad Fate will attend all the Officers whoſe Offices deperd.upon the Government 

of the City or its Magiſtrates or its Revenae, and if any of them ſhould hope by.Grace and 

| Fayorrr-to obtain ſome new Office a new Charter, they Tan never claim their old Cuſtomary 
Fees. ; OLI T IE LETT [53 ES 

The preſent Orphans to whom the City owes-their Portions maſt be turned to'be going, dr 

ſtarving, or to live upon the future Charity of anew Corparation, when che. Body Politick of 

the City ſhall be Diſſolved, no Creditor can Impkad it for any Debt, neither can any of its 

Debtors be Impleaded. 13s "Ox 

"The Death of a Corporation reduceth it tonothing, and 'twill then.be, as if ic had zever 

been in reſpe&@ of Debts or Eredits,their can be no Succeſlor, Heir, or Executor to demand I 
or anſwer for the Body that was. - HC. , 


d Chattels of the City muſt fall to the King, ro be given and 


- 


| Therefore all the Goods an 
; diſpoſed of, as he pleaſeth. ' 


And all its Lands and real Eſtate in the Exchange, Gaild-Hall, &c. miuſt of right 1everc 
unto the Heirsof the Donors if thern be auy,or Eſchear ta the Crown for want of ſuch Heirs. 
' Byrthe Face of Confafion is ſo full of: Horror, that 'twill appear after the Diflulution of 
this mighty Body by Forfeiture or Surrender cf its Charter, thar I tremble to look upon it A 


* 


| far off, - 


The Lord Ceok ſays, It wpuld requirea Vollumn of it ſelf, to Treat of the great and N9- 
-table Franchiſes, Liberties and Cuſtoms of this City, andmno leſs a Voluwn would benecetla- 
ry to diſcribe the Diſ-orders, Lofles, DiſtraCtions, Miſchiefs ard Contuſibns, that muſt, ax- 


tend the DeſtruQion and the Death of ſo great a Body Politick. 


«+ by 


And the City of Zoydon by this means, which is now one of the Antiemett Ciry's in the 
whole World, will at the time of ſuch Surrender be the ,youngeſt Ciry. and Corporation in 


England. Ra Rn | 
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